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or of thyroxinc (p. 452), their height when they reach adult
age may be no greater than that of a normal child of 7 or 8
years. The sexual organs do not develop, nor do the secondary
characters of sex appear. The basal metabolic rate is lowered.
Mental growth is, as a rule, very seriously retarded; many cretins
are imbecile or idiotic, and a large proportion are deaf mutes
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Fig. 10-7   A. Infant cretin.    (Kindness of Dr. L K. Kugelm?tss.)    B,
Cretinism of mild grade.    (Kindness of Dr. A, L. Chute.)

(Figs. 107 to 10-9), The facial features are coarse; the bridge
of the nose is depressed; the tongue in,many instances is en-
larged and? as if too large for the mouth, protrudes between
the lips. The skin of the entire body appears thick and puffy,
due to the deposition of a gelatinous fluid in the subcutaneous
tissues. The hair is dry, brittle and sparse.
Cretinism is very commonly associated with goiter3 and is
therefore most prevalent in goitrous districts. As already men-
tioned, goitrous enlargement may lead to atrophy of the secre-
tory cells.
Myxedema. This condition is the result of thyroid deficiency
commencing in adult life. Its genera! features, namely, the
low metabolic rate, the thickness and puffiness of the skin